
AIGN Annual Meeting Focuses on Growth 

Yakima, Washington, USA. The membership of AIGN® gathered May 26 and 27 for their annual general 
meeting utilizing an online platform for a second year.  Despite the challenges of planning a virtual meeting 
across eleven time zones, participation has more than doubled since their previous meeting, as many of the 
member’s businesses have experienced growth despite the pandemic.  The 33-year-old company includes 
11 members representing 10 territories, but as AIGN® continues to be presented with commercial 
opportunities in non-traditional growing regions, discussions have turned toward expansion and the need to 
seek like-minded partners to manage activity in these areas.  In response to these increased opportunities 
and several ongoing projects, the AIGN® board moved to add an additional member to the Management 
Team.  They welcomed Mr. Kevin Brandt, representing the North American territory member Brandt’s Fruit 
Trees, to assist Dr. Gavin Porter and Mr. John Morton with managerial responsibilities. The appointment was 
followed by the completion of an aggressive agenda highlighted by the adoption of the 2021 Strategic Plan. 
The plan’s objectives are designed to meet the company’s vision and mission statements and include clearly 
defined tactics and job assignments to meet those goals.    

The mission of AIGN® is focused on global intellectual property management and the commercialization of 
new varieties. The company has experienced increased access to breeding programs during the past 2 years.  
“As international travel restrictions extended into 2021, breeders and breeding programs from around the 
world have come to recognize the value a truly global IP management company such as AIGN® can provide,” 
shared Dr. Gavin Porter, CEO of AIGN®.  He continued, “as more and more commercial opportunities are 
identified, AIGN® and its members have increased their emphasis on the tools developed by AIGN® to 
improve efficiencies in the IP management of new fruit varieties and rootstocks.”  

Hertha™, the proprietary software developed by AIGN® has become a key tool for members to 
communicate cultivar data and evaluations gathered from diverse growing areas. Recently, updates have 
been made to enhance the versatility of the program including a translation feature that supports access to 
Hertha™ in multiple languages and the addition of a mobile application, which allows evaluations to be 
completed in the field.   Interest in Hertha™ and the wealth of information it can provide has led the 
management of AIGN® to offer lease opportunities for the program to third parties in non-competing fields. 
Companies who would like to learn more about Hertha™, and investigate how the application may benefit 
your business, are encouraged to contact any AIGN® Member.  

For more information contact:   
Mr. Lynnell Brandt, President, AIGN® 
Lynnell@aign.org 
1330 N. 16th Avenue, Suite A 
Yakima, WA  98902 
Phone:  509-248-4315  
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